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SUBJECT: UAW DELEGATION MEETS WITH JAPANESE AUTO 
MANUFACTURERS 

1 . SUMMARY. VISITING UAW DELEGATION HEADED BY VICE 
PRESIDENT PAT GREATHOUSE DISAPPOINTED TO LEARN, AFTER 
MEETING WITH NISSAN, TOYOTA AND OTHER MAJOR AUTO MANU- 
FACTURERS, THAT SUPPOSED JAPANESE ENTHUSIASM FOR AUTO 
ASSEMBLY PLANTS OR OTHER MANUFACTURING FACILITIES IN 
U.S. HAS WANED CONSIDERABLY. UAW OFFICIALS SAID THAT 
WHILE THEY WOULD NOT NOW CALL FOR RESTRICTIVE USG POLICIES 
VIS-A-VIS IMPORTS OF JAPANESE AUTOS, THEY MAY LAUNCH 
WELL-FINANCED "BUY AMERICAN" CAMPAIGN. END SUMMARY. 

2. UNITED AUTO WORKERS VICE PRESIDENT PAT GREATHOUSE 
AND INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR LEO SUSLOW, PASSING THROUGH 
TOKYO MARCH 30 ON RETURN FROM VISIT WITH AMBASSADOR 
WOODCOCK IN PEKING, TOLD LABATT THAT THEIR RECENT 10-DAY 
STAY IN JAPAN AT INVITATION AUTO WORKERS CONFEDERATION 
(JIDOSHA SOREN) HAD BEEN DISAPPOINTMENT. ACCORDING TO 
GREATHOUSE, DELEGATION UNABLE TO OBTAIN COMMITMENT FROM 
EVEN ONE JAPANESE AUTO MANUFACTURER TO OPEN ASSEMBLY 
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PLANT IN U.S. WHILE TOP MANAGEMENT AT NISSAN, TOYOTA, HON- 
DA AND IZUSA ALL MET WITH DELEGATION (TOYOTA OFFICIALS 
CLAIMED MEETING WAS FIRST TIME THEY HAD DISCUSSION WITH 
FOREIGN LABOR LEADERS), ALL COMPANIES INDICATED THAT 
BECAUSE FUTURE SALES PROSPECTS IN U.S. MARKET NOT 
PROMISING AND BECAUSE THEY FEARED ESTABLISHMENT PLANT 
WOULD RESULT IN "EXPORT OF JOBS" FROM JAPAN, THEY 
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NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF SIGNIFICANT INVEST- 
MENT IN U.S. IN FORESEEABLE FUTURE. GREATHOUSE SAID HE 
VERY DISAPPOINTED IN JAPANESE MANUFACTURERS' REACTION, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE HIS PREVIOUS MEETINGS WITH THEM IN 
JULY 1977 HAD LEFT HIM WITH IMPRESSION THEY WOULD MAKE 
DEFINITE AND POSITIVE DECISION TO OPEN U.S. PLANT BY 
EARLY 1978. MOREOVER, IN INTERIM, JAPANESE AUTO EXPORTS 
TO U.S. HAD INCREASED. 

3. BOTH UAW OFFICIALS SAID THAT JAPANESE AUTO MANUFACTURERS 
NO LONGER WERE MAKING FAVORABLE NOISES ABOUT U.S. INVEST- 
MENT BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED THAT U.S. PRESSURE ON THEM TO 

DO SO HAD DECREASED AS RESULT OF IMPROVEMENT IN DETROIT'S 
PROSPECTS OWING TO INTRODUCTION OF U.S.-MADE SMALL CAR 
LINES. GREATHOUSE SAID HE WARNED JAPANESE THAT WHILE 
THEIR FAILURE TO INVEST IN U.S. WOULD NOT CAUSE UAW TO 
ABANDON ITS COMMITMENT TO FREE TRADE IN FAVOR OF USG 
MEASURES (E.G.OMA, HIGHER TARIFFS OR QUOTAS) TO LIMIT 
AUTO IMPORTS, UAW WOULD FEEL OBLIGED TO LAUNCH EXTENSIVE 
"BUY AMERICAN 1 ' CAMPAIGN IN ORDER TO PROTECT U.S. WORKERS' 
JOBS. GREATHOUSE NOTED RUEFULLY THAT HE NOW OF OPINION 
THAT ONLY WAY TO CONVINCE JAPANESE MANUFACTURERS TO 
RESPOND TO LEGITIMATE U.S. REQUESTS WAS TO APPLY CON- 
TINUOUS PRESSURE TO THEM. 

4. UAW OFFICIALS SAID ONLY BRIGHT SPOT IN DELEGATION'S 
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JAPAN VISIT WAS POSITIVE AND COURAGEOUS ATTITUDE DIS- 
PLAYED BY JIDOSHA SOREN PRESIDENT SHIOJI. GREATHOUSE 
SAID SHIOJI TOLD THEM THAT JAPANESE UNION HAD NO 
OBJECTION TO OPENING OF JAPANESE AUTO PLANT IN U.S. AND, 

IN FRONT OF THEM, HAD TOLD NISSAN OFFICIALS NOT TO USE 
ARGUMENT ABOUT JOB EXPORT TO JUSTIFY RELUCTANCE TO INVEST 
IN U.S. "SINCE JOBS WERE CONCERN OF UNION, NOT OF 
MANAGEMENT." GREATHOUSE SAID THAT SHIOJI WAS VERY MUCH 
THE LABOR STATESMAN AND HAD MADE NO BONES ABOUT HIS 
INTEREST IN BECOMING EITHER NEXT PRESIDENT OF DOMEI OR 
NEXT HEAD OF THE METAL WORKERS COUNCIL (IMF-JC). 

MANSFIELD 
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